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But eobored diamonds are
catchimg upe. Last manth the
Cemological Institute of
America, one of the
largest independent ¥
dimmand-grad-

g Labs, pe- i
poried

I.'\.
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| padold in-
| cremssin des

+ mnand for the
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| gems since 1999, And cnline
| enerchant blsenile.com jast

Lauanched its first colisction of
cuiloed stones. The growing
interest stems from the wave of
cebelmties {mest recenthy, Bnt-
tany Murpity andd Rebeoca
Bomim) getting engaged

with them,

Mgt colpred diamands,
because of their rarity, cost
mnre than white anes. Kt
somé, including “cognac”
{brown) and mixed col-
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shll altrachive
£ but cost less.
Make sure 1o dn
vour reacarch before ahop-
ping: the roles for buving coi-
ored diamonds ave far diffes-
ent from those for buying
white ones. “Color is king;
:.-'l.'t-r__rl_hing else is E'H'l.:'l.:'l'll'ii-l!':l'."
gays Fred Cuellar, author of
“Howw 20 By Diamond.”
Don't warey if voal aee cotnor
inchusions, or imperfections,
when v hold vour stone un-
der a microscope, And be sure
1o exumine the sane laose,
because snme settings can
miake 3 diamond's calor ap-
pear richer than it is. Go fo
a eolor grade no lower than
“fancy” [ The grades are *light

faney,” “fancy,” “I':.n-l::.r imtent”

UNCORKED | RED EZINFANDEL

When yau haar sinfandel, don's Hink pink. Inatead, get
roatly for bold Callfornla reds with lots of Ape frit and
zouty npice. With their jwmmy frult flavors and asygaing
mirctures, theas winas are groat for Barbes ses and

Bexref gt

Dashe Zislanded Ory Creck Valley 20048 Aromas of ripe
rispbarmy arid wild berry lead 10 Mavors of Bleckbery
cefbler and leoeicn in shes dellcious ma.

and [0RERY OaN.

LSRN aferdabie zin.

Wine Spectator

Seghesio Zinfands Sonoma Caunty 2008 This 1s jam-
packed with rips chérry and baysenberry fuil, star anlze

Biggha Phussagim Ll fomis 2003 Here's an wniisial hland
of ziefand e, Pesite Sirah and Mowrvidra grapes. |t has
Ik bsarry, anige A Sape fawars,

Fesir Winsd Pvfanide] Cailores O Vies Ciivis 2004
This wall- kalamced red is nipe and spicy, wiih black-
eherry and wmdd-hesry havers, Greal vays,

Clina Tinfandal Calilormiz 2005 Cinnsdion e Spicy
& anise noics add zest o the |emmy chanry faors of this
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" COLOR OF MODNEY
Cidar Cast
Purglish-pink (. 42)

tderse orango (48]

Rod (.55)

Groas {1.51)

Wivid yeflow (2.03)

Ll

Pink {233}
Brown-orange {2.01)
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ad, the most expensive, "fan-
o vivid,"} Lastly, make sare
the stone has a lab repost from
the GIA or the Amercan (em
Sockety Labaratorics that is mo
older than six moenths, That
Wy, Yol can b szire the daa-
mond is narural and hasn'
breen ircudaned o enrich s
calor. Mow you're peady Lo
miake o hnllaane chosce.
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AEAL ESTATE

CALL YOURAGENT

OUSE SHOPPING?
H It's grood tor have
help, sspecally in

a buyer’s market like this, If

v me just driving yoursell
from one open houss to anoth-
e, you'ne prssng homes
hurisd in the multiple-listing
serviees that anly agenis have
aecess to, And an agent who
specializes in helping buyers
may b able to negotiate a het-
ter deal than vau cowld.

But not all buyer agents are
created equal. Most home
shoppers use agents who work
for companses that alse list
propermies, and they're likely w
steer vou to company listings
firet, says Seephen Brobeck

of the Consumer Federa-
tion of America. [t an
irreconcilable conflics of
interest,” he says,

T geet arouand that, you
can find a buyers-only
apent a the Mationai
Agsoctation of Exclusive
Bauwer Agents (nasha.org)
I there 't (e in your
neighbarhiogd, yow can
use n selling agent as a
buver agent, but do some
:l;r-.-.cr.i“u_ Ask alsot their
teack record of saving
clients momey, their train:

ing in negotiations and
property evaluation, g their
layalry to vou. Wlhen they sug-

gest bomes 1o visit, ask if they
Zre |1$|'ﬂ:| I:".'" therr own cofs
pany. That docsn't necessarily
miake them bad choices, but i
does mezn the agent has a big-
ger incentive for you to by it

What about the fear thag
lesning agens won't want to
wark with you if they know
theey hasve 2o split a commission
with your buyer agent? (That's
Lhue weary prcost baver agends are
paid.} Listing agents are re-
spuared 1o show your offers o
the: owners, even if theyid rather
ricg Arnd 1m thas alemse mracket,
ir's net such A bdg worry. The
backiing wirs are long gooe;
now selling apents are bappy to
L= their hands on aoonenct
from amyone. -LIHOA STERH
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